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= =) j-L':l:\‘ (5. 7 - 1
(FIL) RELFE: /45 Kids stressed? Join the less-

it 752 IR 2, I homework revolution
éé\yf}‘%ﬁﬁ Fed-up parents are changing the way schools think — and you can, too

(“Kids Over Worked? JOin the llu:ps:,c;e:: be extremely pro-homework... —
Less-Homework Revolution” by it M Bl Wiwis E

Nancy Kalish)
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For me, the most frightening news in The Times on Sunday was not
about North Korea's stepping up its nuclear program, but an article
about how American kids are stepping up their use of digital devices:

“Allison Miller, 14, sends and receives 27,000 texts in a month, her
fingers clicking at a blistering pace as she carries on as many as seven
text conversations at a time. She texts between classes, at the
moment soccer practice ends, while being driven to and from school
and, often, while studving. But this proficiency comes at a cost: She
blames multitasking for the three B's on her recent progress report.
“I'M be reading a book for homework and I'll get a text message and
pause my reading and put down the book, pick up the phone to reply
to the text message, and then 20 minutes later realize, ‘Oh, I forgot to
do my homework.””
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THE DARK SIDE of AMERICA'S ACHIEVEMENT CULTURE
TAKE PART IN OUR NATIONAL SCREENING DAYS
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TAKE PART IN OUR NATIONWIDE SCREENINGS ~ PARENTS EMBRACE DOCUMENTARY ON JOIN THE SOCIAL ACTION CAMPAIGN LATEST HEADLINES FROM RACE TO NOWHERE
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Why Chinese Mothers Are Superior
/E; S A EI Can a regimen of no playdates, no TV, no computer games and hours of music practice
| << i|—‘ /J\ 'fj;] >> JAM create happy kids? And what happens when they fight back?

ﬁ_%—%‘) Li%“ Article | Video Comments (7868)

. mail  |&| Prin ave This B ke ] < More + Text [ =
( “Why Chinese Mothers Are mitm Blow ) 2T Mue] s O & - t
Superior?” by Amy Chua) BY AMY CHUA

A lot of people wonder how Chinese parents raise such stereotypically successful kids. They
waonder what these parents do to produce so many math whizzes and music prodigies, what it's
like inside the family, and whether they could do it teo. Well, | can tell them. because I've done
it. Here are some things my daughters, Sophia and Louisa, were never allowed to do:

« attend a slespover

« have a playdate

= hein a school play

= complain about not being in a school play
= watch TV or play computer games

» choose their own extracurricular activities

» =
= O'Brien for The Wall Strest Journal

Amy Chua with her daughters, Louiza and Sophia, at * get any grade less than an A

their home in Mew Haven, Conn.

« not be the Mo. 1 student in every subject

except gym and drama

= play any instrument other than the piano or vialin

« not play the piano or violin.
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Discussion Announcement

Drop Box Subject  Instructions on the Debate of MNext Tuesday
From Huazhi Wang

Forums
Date Jan 13, 2011 1:38 am

Gradebook

Groups site
Materials

Message

Schedule

Section Info Hiall

Site Info Cur debate of next Tuesday will be in the same format as last quarter. The topic will be about the standards of academic achievement excellence for the US children. I've handed out some reference materials to
you, and | also attached them to this message for your convenience. These materials convey contradictory opinions about standards of academic achievements and how to make education work in general. We

Syllabus can start with these conflicting points of views and debate on questions such as: do American children have teo much pressure already, or should they be pushed harder for better academic performance? Are
children having too much work in school and after school, or they are too relaxed and need to make mare academic effort? Can the current education system adequately prepare children for the more competitive

The Language ; 2 . /7

Center envirenment of globalization? What should be changed in the education system and how?

Wiki Amy Chua's recent article can be a piece of our debate reference material as well. You can take a look if you haven't read it

ol Why Chinese Mothers Are Superior

L http://online wsj com/article/ SB10001424052748704111504576059713228698754 html

“ou probably have your own strong opinions on these issues, but | think we should go beyond personal opiniens and do it for pure debate’s sake. Flease prepare arguements for both sides so that we can have
balanced number of people on both sides. When you come in for debate on Tuesday. please sit on the right side of the room (facing windows) if vou prefer to argue for higher academic standards, and sit on the
left side if you prefer to argue for less pressure. Ve can make adjustment on the spot for balanced sides. At some point we can switch sides to cover all the points we have prepared.

Like last quarter, each student should also assume a role at the debate (sort of like a role play so that we can get various perspectives). Your arguments should be based on the possible perspectives of this role.
A busy parent and a student with learning disability might have different perspectives even if they bath complain about too much pressure an children. Use your imagination and pick a role that can illustrate the
points strongly supporting your argument

You should prepare the following for your debate:

1. Introduce "yourself” (your role). Be specific about who you are, what you do, where you live and any other information related to the topic.

2. Your arguments--These should be organized. paragraph-level speeches. You can have data, examples, staries. or do other type of analysis or reasoning

3. Think what your rivals would say to contest your arguments. and prepare your rebuttals.
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=Do American children have too much pressure already, or should they
be pushed harder for better academic performance?

=Are children having too much work in school and after school, or they
are too relaxed and need to make more academic effort?

=Can the current education system adequately prepare children for the
more competitive environment of globalization?

=\What should be changed in the education system and how?
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You should prepare the following for your debate:

1. Introduce "yourself" (your role). Be specific about who you are, what you
do, where you live and any other information related to the topic.

2. Your arguments--These should be organized, paragraph-level speeches.
You can have data, examples, stories, or do other type of analysis or
reasoning.

3. Think what your rivals would say to contest your arguments, and prepare
your rebuttals.

4. Think what general arguments your rival side may have and prepare
to refute them.
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